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Sheila Kennedy is an American architect, innovator and educator.  As 

co-principal of Kennedy & Violich Architecture, Ltd (KVA Matx) and 

Professor of the Practice of Architecture at MIT,  Kennedy’s work has 

been recognized with a Design Excellence Award from the National 

Endowment of the Arts, The Good Design Award, Green Building 

Awards, Progressive Architecture Awards, and National Honor Awards 

for Design Excellence from the American Institute of Architecture.  

Kennedy is the author of many patents integrating  digital technologies 

in architecture, and building materials and she has served as an advisor 

to the U.S. Department of Energy, the National Academy of Sciences’ 

Government-Industry Partnerships, and the Vision 2020 National 

Technology Roadmap.  KVA Matx has established a new model for interdisciplinary design practice that 

explores architecture, digital technology, and emerging public needs, focusing on projects that advance 

the use of resilient materials and natural resources . Recent work at KVA Matx includes the new NYC East 

34th Street Ferry Terminal, The School of Law at Upenn, the Tozzer Anthropology Building at Harvard 

University and the Soft House carbon neutral housing project in Hamburg, Germany commissioned for the 

2013 International BauAustellung.


