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U.s. embAssy cHAncery
located in the heart of szabadság tér (freedom square) in budapest’s fifth district is the U.s. embassy’s chancery building.  the 
chancery has been home to the U.s. government in budapest since 1935, and has been a symbol of freedom and democracy 
for more than 80 years through the World War ii and the soviet occupation of central europe.  the building at szabadság tér 
12 was originally designed in 1899 by Hungarian architects Aladár Kármán and gyula Ullman using the Hungarian art nouveau 
style.  the Hungarian government has designated the property as a heritage building protected by regulations of the Hungarian 
monuments commission.

during World War ii, the chancery building operated under the swiss flag.  consul carl lutz was the official representative of 
neutral switzerland during the war, and had offices in and operated out of the building from 1942 to 1945. Honored in 1965 by 
yad Vashem and named to the list of righteous Among the nations, lutz helped save 62,000 Hungarian Jews from deportation 
by the nazis.  lutz also assisted the more famous swedish diplomat, raoul Wallenberg, in his rescue efforts.

in 1945 following the end of World War ii, the United states and Hungary reestablished normal diplomatic relations.  the 
U.s. government returned to szabadság tér 12, purchasing the building on october 15, 1946.  during the soviet occupation of 
Hungary, one of the most famous occupants of the chancery building was cardinal József mindszenty, leader of the catholic 
church in Hungary.  the cardinal personified uncompromising opposition to fascism and communism in support of religious 
freedom.  After eight years in prison, he was freed during the Hungarian revolution of 1956 and granted political asylum inside 
the chancery, where mindszenty lived for the next fifteen years.  With U.s. government support, an agreement was reached with 
the Hungarian government allowing the cardinal to leave the U.s. embassy building and the country on september 28, 1971.


