U.5. Embassy Ouagadougou
LEED’Silver Certified
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The U.S. Embassy in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso is the
first Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED®) certified building in west Africa. It is the fourth
LEED certified building on the continent and fifth U.S.
Diplomatic facility to achieve this prestigious certification.
The embassy earned the silver level of LEED.

Site 12.3 Acres | Project Cost $96 Million | Occupancy October 2009

Sustainable Site

The Embassy is situated within a quarter mile of two
bus routes; and on-site bicycle racks and showers
provide low-carbon transportation alternatives for
employees and visitors. The character of the embassy
grounds is maintained through use of native and
adapted landscaping. The project includes small
drought-tolerant bushes and grasses, as well as
indigenous species that are known to survive the
predominantly desert-like conditions.

Water Efficiency

The building is projected to use 39% less water than the
calculated baseline (EPAct 1992) through the use of
waterless urinals, automatic shut-off faucets, and
low-flow plumbing fixtures. A constructed wetland
treats 100% of wastewater on-site. The native
wildflowers, growing within the wetland, bio-degrade
captured effluent. The resultant clean water is reused in
the drip irrigation system where treated effluent
percolates back into the soils, replenishing the
groundwater table.

Energy and Atmosphere

The new Embassy is projected to reduce energy costs by
17% compared to the calculated baseline (ASHRAE
90.1-2004). The building’s sunshades and light-colored
stone facade reduce solar heat gain. Additionally, the
Embassy employs many energy-efficient technologies
including solar hot water, LED task lighting, occupancy
sensors, and variable frequency drives.
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Materials and Resources

This facility was built using sustainable materials. Over
10% of base building materials contain recycled
content, including carpet, drywall, rebar, and insulation.

Indoor Environmental Quality

Employees and visitors will benefit from a superior
indoor environment. By monitoring CO, levels, optimal
amounts of fresh air are provided to the occupants.
Outside air is filtered with HEPA and carbon filters.
Low-emitting materials were selected to reduce
potential off-gassing after installation. Adhesives,
sealants, paints, coatings, and furniture systems all
contained low quantities of volatile organic
compounds. The Embassy harvests natural daylight by
automatically dimming artificial lighting fixtures when
areas are adequately served by sunlight.
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