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PaRamaRIbO, SURINamE 
DEDICaTION FaCT SHEET 
OCTObER 2016 

Architect ZGF Architects, LLP 

General Contractor BL Harbert International, LLC 

Site 8 acres 

Total Project Cost $164 Million 
ZGF Architects LLP 

General  InformatIon  
• 	 The new Embassy is located on an 8-acre site in the Morgenstond development, a little over 6  

kilometers from downtown.  

• 	 The complex includes a two-story chancery/office building, a warehouse, maintenance shops, other  
support buildings, and facilities for the Embassy community.  

• 	 The new Embassy provides a secure, modern, and environmentally sustainable workplace for vistors  
and Embassy staff.  

• 	 Construction commenced in January 2014, and the project was completed in July 2016 on time and on  
budget. 

DesIGn  &  ConstruCtIon 

• 	 The building meets all Department of State standards for life safety and security, and provides modern  
office space for the embassy staff.  The design draws from the natural beauty of Suriname, with a lush  
and natural landscape that brings in the colors and textures of the country to complement the modern  
design of the new Chancery. 

• 	 The Chancery design responds to the intense sun and rain with large overhangs, sunshades, and  
extensive covered outdoor areas. The building materials have a high percentage of recycled content. 

• 	 Approximately 2,000 Surinamese workers, as well as a number of Americans, were involved in  
construction of the project. 
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  InterIors anD art 

ZGF Architects LLP	 ZGF Architects LLP "Vessel of Cloud" scupture by Foon Sham 

sustaInabIlIty 

• 	 The project is targeting the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental  
Design (LEED®) Silver certification. 

• 	 The project is designed to reduce municipal water use by nearly 100%. Captured rainwater will be  
harvested, filtered, treated, and then used for both potable and non-potable water demands. An  
estimated 932 cubic meters of rainwater will be captured and reused annually.   

• 	 The Embassy is designed to reduce energy costs by 22% annually from the baseline case (ASHRAE 90.1­
2007). This is accomplished through the use of high efficiency indoor lighting with occupancy sensors,  
LED outdoor lighting, a light-colored cool roof, and variable frequency drives for pumps, fans, and  
motors.   

• 	 The building is calculated to use 35% less water than the performance requirements of EPAct 1992.  
This is accomplished through the use of high-efficiency plumbing fixtures.  

art 

• 	 To promote cross-cultural dialogue and mutual understanding, the permanent art collection curated  
by the Office of Art in Embassies will include works by contemporary American and Surinamese  
artists in both the interior and exterior spaces. The works include a variety of media such as painting,  
photography, ceramics, paper, and steel. 

• 	 A monumental sculpture by American artist Foon Sham stands near the Embassy entrance. Sham  
used local greenheart wood to build the vessel-shaped sculpture with help from Surinamese art  
students. Internationally renowned Surinamese artists Marcel Pinas and Remy Jungerman have been  
commissioned to create works for the interior spaces.  

Contact Information 
Patrick Geraghty		 Christine Foushee 
Public Affairs Officer		 OBO Director of External Affairs 
U.S. Embassy Paramaribo U.S. Department of State 
597 472900 x22253 | GeraghtyPC@state.gov FousheeCT@state.gov 
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